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Supplement ary Reader 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 5.  Golu Grows a Nose 

 

 

 

 

When Elephant s had no Trunk 

    Ther e was a t ime when elephant s had no t r unk. They only had a bulgy nose and it  was dif f icult  

f or  t hem t o pick t hings. They could only move it  f r om side t o side, but  could not  put  it  t o any 

r eal use. A baby elephant , named Golu, had no t r unk eit her . Accor ding t o t he ost r ich, t he 

gir af f e, t he hippopot amus and t he baboon, Golu was a naught y baby as he asked all of  t hem 

quest ions t o which t hey had no answer . He kept  asking ever ybody dif f icult  quest ions. Once, he 

asked t he mynah if  it  knew what  cr ocodile had f or  dinner . Mynah dir ect ed Golu t o go t o gr assy 

Limpopo r iver  t o f ind out  f or  himself . 

 

Golu Meet s the Python and t he Crocodile 

     I n or der  t o f ind out  what  cr ocodile has f or  dinner , Golu decided t o go t o r iver  Limpopo. 

Since, Golu had never  seen t he cr ocodile, he was conf used what  it  looked like. On his way, Golu 

met  t he pyt hon. Golu asked t he pyt hon if  it  had seen t he cr ocodile and knew what  he had f or  

dinner . Pyt hon uncoiled it self  f r om t he t r ee, but  did not  say anyt hing. Golu helped pyt hon coil 

ar ound t he br anch again and moved on. Af t er  a f ew days of  walking, Golu r eached t he edge of  

t he gr eat , gr assy Limpopo r iver . 

Ther e he saw t he cr ocodile, but  not  knowing who he was; Golu asked him if  he knew 

wher e t he cr ocodile was. The cr ocodile winked at  Golu and int r oduced himself  as t he one whom 

Golu was looking f or . Golu t hen put  his quest ions t o t he cr ocodile asking him what  he had f or  

dinner . 

 

Crocodile Tries To Drag Golu int o the St ream  

       The cr ocodile asks Golu t o come near  him so t hat  he could whisper  t he answer  t o Golu’s 

quest ions in his ear . As Golu put  his head close t o t he cr ocodile, t he cr ocodile caught  him by t he 

nose. Golu began t o scr eam and begged t he cr ocodile t o let  him go. The pyt hon t r ied t o guide 

Golu by t elling him t hat  he must  pull himself  as har d as possible else t he cr ocodile would pull him 

int o t he st r eam. 

Soul of  t he Chapt er  
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Golu’s Nose Grew Longer and Longer 

      Golu pulled himself  har der  and har der . The cr ocodile t oo dr agged Golu har der  int o t he 

st r eam. The pyt hon t oo coiled himself  ar ound Golu’s st omach and t r ied t o help Golu. I n t he act  

of  pulling, however , Golu’s nose kept  st r et ching and gr ew longer  and longer  and it  began t o hur t  

Golu. Finally, Golu f r eed himself , but  his nose was now f ive f eet  long. 

 

Golu Wait ed f or his Nose t o Shrink 

Golu wr apped his nose in a big banana leaf  and hung it  in t he gr eat  gr assy Limpopo r iver  t o cool 

it . He kept  wait ing f or  t wo days f or  his nose t o cool and shr ink.  However  his nose only cooled 

but  did not  shr ink. A f ly sat  on Golu’s shoulder . Golu lif t ed his long nose and wit h it  hit  t he f ly 

dead. Pyt hon immediat ely point ed out  t hat  he could not  have done t his wit h a small nose. So, 

having a long nose was an advant age. When pyt hon asked Golu t o eat  somet hing, Golu plucked a 

lar ge bundle of  gr ass wit h his long nose(t r unk). The pyt hon point ed it  out  as t he second 

advant age of  t he long nose. Since it  was t oo hot , Golu scooped some mud using his nose and 

slapped it  on his head. The pyt hon t old Golu t hat  t his was t he t hir d advant age of  having a long 

nose. Hear ing all t his, Golu expr essed his gr at it ude t owar ds t he pyt hon and said t hat  he would 

r emember  all of  t his. Thanking pyt hon t hus, Golu went  back t o his f amily. 

 

NCERT FOLDER 

 

 

 

 

1.  Whom does Golu ask,  “ Why don’t  you ever f ly like ot her birds?” 

 Golu asked his t all aunt , t he ost r ich, “Why don’t  you ever  f ly like ot her  bir ds?” 

2.  Which uncle of  Golu had red eyes? 

  Golu asked his huge uncle, hippopot amus, “Why ar e your  eyes always so r ed?” 

3.  Golu’s relat ives did not  answer his quest ions because 

(i) They were shy 

(ii) The quest ions were t oo dif f icult .  

(iii) Golu was a naught y baby.  

 (ii) Golu’s r elat ives did not  answer  his quest ions because t he quest ions wer e t oo 

dif f icult . 

 

Exercises 
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4.  Who advised Golu t o go t o the Limpopo river? 

  When Golu asked mynah if  it  knew what  cr ocodile had f or  dinner , mynah asked 

Golu t o go t o t he Limpopo r iver . 

5.  Why did Golu go t o the river? 

  Golu decided t o go t o t he Limpopo r iver  t o f ind out  what  cr ocodile had f or  dinner . 

6.  The crocodile lay on the bank of  the Limpopo river.  Golu t hought  it  was.  

(i) a living crocodile.     (ii) a dead crocodile.       (iii) a log of  wood.  

 (iii) a log of  wood. 

7.  What  did t he crocodile do t o show t hat  it  was a real crocodile? 

  The cr ocodile shed cr ocodile t ear s t o show t hat  it  was a r eal cr ocodile. 

8.  “Come here,  lit t le one and I ’ll whisper t he answer t o you. ” 

The crocodile said this because 

(i) He couldn’t  st and up.  

(ii) He want ed t o eat  Golu.  

(iii) Golu was deaf .  

 (ii) he want ed t o eat  Golu. 

9.  Who helped Golu on the bank of  the river? 

 On t he bank of  t he r iver  Limpopo, t he pyt hon ext ended his help t o Golu. 

10. Name t wo t hings the elephant  can do with his t runk t hat  he could not  do bef ore.  

  The elephant  could pluck a bundle of  gr ass wit h his t r unk. He could also use his 

t r unk t o get  r id of  t he f lies t hat  ir r it at e him. The elephant  could not  pick t hings when it  

did not  have t he t r unk. 

 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

 

 

1.  St at e t wo adject ives used t o describe the nose of  t he elephant s.  

  Big and bulgy. 

 

2.  Why was Golu called a naught y baby? 

  Golu was called a naught y baby because he asked his r elat ives dif f icult  quest ions. 

Very short  answer t ype quest ions 
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3.  Who all were Golu’s relat ives? 

  The ost r ich, t he gir af f e, t he baboon and t he hippopot amus wer e t he r elat ives of  

Golu. 

4.  What  all did Golu carry with him on his way t o river Limpopo? 

  Golu t ook wit h him a hundr ed sugar canes, f if t y dozen bananas and t went y-f ive 

melons while set t ing f or  r iver  Limpopo. 

5.  Why did t he crocodile cat ch hold of  Golu’s nose? 

 The cr ocodile t hought  of  eat ing Golu f or  dinner . 

 

 

 

1.  Make a list  of  the quest ions Golu asked his relat ives.  

  Golu asked t he f ollowing quest ions t o his r elat ives 

(i) To ost r ich he asked why he never  f iles like t he ot her  bir ds. 

(ii) To Uncle Gir af f e Golu asked t he r easons f or  his spot t y skin. 

(iii) Fr om hippopot amus Golu wished t o f ind out  t he r eason f or  his eyes always being 

r ed. 

(iv) He asked Baboon why melons t ast ed like melons. 

2.  Why did Golu bid goodbye t o his f amily? 

  Golu bid goodbye t o his f amily and set  on a j our ney t owar ds t he gr eat , gr assy 

Limpopo r iver  in or der  t o f ind out  what  cr ocodile had f or  dinner . 

Golu asked t his quest ion t o t he mynah bir d. On being dir ect ed by mynah Golu decided t o 

leave his f amily t o f ind answer s f or  his quest ions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short  answer type quest ions 
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      I n What  ways did the python help Golu? 

 The pyt hon could not  help Golu in answer ing t he quest ion he asked about  t he cr ocodile. 

      However , when t he cr ocodile t r icked Golu and t r ied t o dr ag him int o t he st r eam, t he pyt hon 

guided Golu t o pull himself  back as har d as possible. Then, t he pyt hon coiled himself  ar ound 

Golu’s st omach and helped Golu t o pull himself  back. 

       Lat er , when Golu was upset  because of  his long nose, t he pyt hon t r ied t o highlight  t he 

advant ages of  his long nose in or der  t o make him f eel bet t er  and happy. 

 

 

 

 

     What  lesson does the chapt er impart ? 

The chapt er  impar t s a ver y impor t ant  lesson. Golu’s old nose was not  ver y usef ul. His new nose, 

on t he ot her  hand, had quit e a f ew advant ages. 

    However , Golu could not  immediat ely accept  t he changes in his nose and became upset  

because of  t hem. He kept  wait ing f or  his nose t o shr ink again. Soon, Golu is able t o r ealise t hat  

t he changes t hat  occur r ed wer e t o his advant age. 

    The chapt er  t eaches t hat  humans should not  unnecessar ily cr ib about  t he sudden changes in 

t heir  cir cumst ances, but  should r econcile t hemselves wit h such occur r ences. I t  is possible t hat  

unexpect ed changes pr ove benef icial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long answer t ype quest ions 

Value based quest ions 
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ARTI CLE 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 5.  Art icle 

 

 

 

 An ar t icle is a t ype of  wr it t en composit ion t hat  is wr it t en f or  publicat ion in newspaper , 

school magazines, book et c. Gener ally, it  t alks about  a social issue, f act  or  an event , descr ipt ion 

of  places, t hings et c. Since it  is wr it t en wit h an aim of  being published, it  r eached out  t o a 

bigger  populat ion of  r eader s. 

      Wr it ing an ar t icle is an int er est ing and challenging t ask. I t  r equir es good vocabular y, abilit y 

t o use and or ganise language well, cr eat ivit y and good knowledge of  t he subj ect  on which it  is 

wr it t en. 

 

 

1. I nt roduct ion I t  should begin wit h a ment ion of  t he cent r al t heme. I t  can be st ar t ed wit h 

a slogan, pr over b, quest ion, an amazing f act  et c.,  r elat ed t o t he t heme. 4-5 sent ences 

ar e enough f or  an int r oduct ion. 

 

2. Middle Part / Main Content  I t  can consist  of  2-3 par agr aphs. The t opic should be 

discussed in det ail her e out lining it s causes, ef f ect s, any pr oblems posed by it  and t he 

solut ions. 

 

3. Conclusion An apt  and concise summar y of  t he t opic should be wr it t en at  t he end. 

Ar t icles t her ef or e j udge one’s compr ehension and imaginat ive abilit ies. I f  a per son is 

well inf or med and well r ead t hen chances of  wr it ing a good ar t icle is incr eases a lot . 

Ver bal or  visual or  bot h kind of  clues can also be given in some quest ions r elat ed t o 

ar t icle wr it ing wher e an idea is explor ed accor ding t o t he given guidelines. Ot her wise, a 

st udent  may be asked t o f r eely compose an ar t icle on a t opic given. 

 

 

 

 

Part s of  Art icle 
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Guidelines f or Writ ing the Art icle:   

 An ar t icle should have an int er est ing and cat chy t it le 

 

 I t  should car r y t he name of  t he wr it er . 

 

 

 An ar t icle is divided int o a suit able number  of  par agr aphs wit h an int r oduct ion, 

body and ending/ conclusion. The division gener ally depends upon t he wor d limit  

and t he t heme of  t he ar t icle. 

 

 I deas t o be cover ed in t he ar t icle should be well t hought  of , wr it t en in an 

or ganised and coher ent  st yle. 
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ARTI CLE 
 

 

 

    

You are Roshni.  You are great ly dist urbed by t he dowry deaths that  are st ill 

happening in I ndia.  You decide t o write an art icle on ‘Dowry: A Social Evil’ t o be 

published in t he local newspaper.  

 

  Dowry: A Social EvilWr it er ’s Name 

Tit le/ Heading                                    (By Roshni)                                 I t  includes t he name or  t he 

I t  is of t en ver y eye-cat ching and                                                                 designat ion of  t he aut hor . 

f ocuses on t he main idea,  

t heme or  pur pose of  t he ar t icle.         I nt roduct ory Paragraph 

The ar t icle may open dramat ically 

Wit h a quest ion, quot at ion some                   

Anecdot e or  dat a t o cat ch t he      

 reader ’s at t ent ion 

Dowr y is a social issue t hat  need our  immediat e at t ent ion. I t  is  

    Shocking t o hear , see and r ead about  dowr y deat hs st ill occur r ing  

in a moder n, ur ban and Developed I ndia. The quest ion looms lar gely  

    in t he mind about  t he need or  j ust if icat ion f or  t his ‘r it ual’. 

    Only unsat isf ied gr eed on t he par t  of  people can explain it ’s a  

   Accept ance by t he societ y. Par ent s of f er  t he most  pr ecious gif t  of              Main Body 

   Their   lif e: t heir  daught er  t o t he gr oom and his  f amily. Then what  is           I t  consist s f ir st  

   t he need f or  money? And when unr easonable demands ar e not  sat isf ied       causes and ef f ect  

    innocent  women ar e sacr if iced: bur nt  alive, mur der ed, abandoned and  

    what  not … 

    Time has come t hat  we all should st and against  t his evil and eliminat e it .  

    Awar eness is t he best  solut ion t o be f ollowed by gir l child’s educat ion  

    t her eby making t hem independent  and  implement at ion of  st r ict  ant i-dowr y        Conclusion 

    laws against  t he culpr it s. 

 

 

Sample Art icle 
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 ARTI CLE PUBLI SHED I N YOUR SCHOOL MAGAZI NE 
 

 

 

 

1.  Writ e an art icle t o be published in your school magazine t it led:  ‘Mobile:  A Boon or 

Threat . ’ 

                   Mobile:  A Boon or Threat  

                                               (By Radhika  Gupt a) 

 I n t his digit al er a, mobiles have penet r at ed int o ever y aspect  of  lif e. All age gr oups, 

belonging t o dif f er ent  social st r at a, living in met r os or  r ur al ar eas, can be seen using it  

consider ably. I t  has r evolut ionised t he concept  of  connect ion and shar ing. 

 No doubt  mobiles have pr oved t o be a boon in almost  ever y spher e: educat ion, healt h, 

medicine et c. Dat e is being shar ed like never  bef or e t hough social net wor king sit es like f ace 

book, What sApp et c. Awar eness r egar ding any issue can be easily r aised t hr ough t his medium. 

One can have access t o huge inf or mat ion in j ust  a f ew seconds. But  it s use f or  all t he wr ong 

r eason also has put  a dar k spot  on it s r eput at ion. Cases of  spying, por nogr aphy, abuse of  

pict ur es, invasion of  pr ivacy ar e on an all t ime high. Use of  smar t  phones f or  commit t ing cr imes 

needs t o be cont r olled. I t  can be summed up t hat  a mobile is no doubt  a gr eat  boon f or  human 

lif e, but  it  should be used j udiciously t o pr event  it s misuse. 

 

 

 

 

Solved Quest ions 


